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Pratt Parent-Teacher Organization

66 Malcolm Ave Southeast
Minneapolis, MN  55414
Phone 612.668.1122




Fax 612.668.1110



May 25, 2016
Dear 
The purpose of this letter is to express the Pratt Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) support for the Defend Glendale Campaign. We, as the Pratt Community School PTO support Glendale residents in their ongoing struggle to receive all the rehabilitation and repairs necessary to remain in and to not be displaced from their homes- Glendale Townhomes. Additionally, it is of critical importance to our organization that the children residing at Glendale not be displaced from their school-Pratt Community School.
The Pratt PTO is the organization which works to bring together all Pratt parents with Pratt teachers, the administration and the broader community to support communication, educational opportunities, social events and fundraising at Pratt. The organization works to provide expanded arts, music, and field trip opportunities for all Pratt students. We care deeply about all the students, teachers and families at Pratt and work to build a greater sense of community throughout each school year. We strive to be a truly united community across our beautifully diverse cultural, racial, ethnic and socio-economic make up.
When looking at the demographics of the Pratt student population, 6% receive special education services, 27% receive English-language learning services and 66% qualify for free or reduced lunch
. The school draws from the surrounding Prospect Park/East River Road and the Luxton/Glendale neighborhoods where most students walk to school and additionally access the programming at Luxton Park, specifically the after school and summer program Luxton Learners. Currently, there are approximately 30 students and 25 families who live at Glendale Townhomes and are part of the Pratt Community School community. Given that the total population of Pratt Community School is approximately 300 students, this means that 10% of the school population resides in Glendale Townhomes. 

Therefore, we stand with all Glendale residents and Pratt families in the Defend Glendale campaign’s right and ongoing struggle to organize against racial inequity, housing injustices, gentrification and displacement. Displacement of Glendale families would have a devastating impact on the educational and emotional lives of the children. The uncertainty and pain of not having your home repaired, and not knowing if you will be displaced, greatly affects the daily well being and ability to learn for children. The Glendale residents have the right to stay in their homes and in turn be able to send their children to Pratt Community School, where we are exactly that--a strong and vibrant community school. 

The Pratt PTO supports Defend Glendale’s efforts to meet with City officials, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), allies, MPHA, the neighborhood association and various organizations, as well as seek legal counsel, to protect and preserve Glendale Townhomes. Many of us have been, and are presently engaged in all of these efforts, and will continue to be, until we are assured that the demands for rehabilitation, repairs and 0% displacement are met.

Herein with this letter we mark our official written support of Defend Glendale and of all the families and especially the Pratt students who are engaged in this struggle for peace and dignity in their housing.

Sincerely,

Pratt Community School PTO
� https://schoolrequest.mpls.k12.mn.us/schools/pratt_community








